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For discussion:

1.D
escribe 

A
lice’s 

relationship 
w

ith 
D

oc. 
W

hat 
im

portant lessons does he teach her? W
hat is the role

of nature and gardening in this book? W
hat does D

oc
m

ean by the statem
ent, “N

o m
atter w

hat’s w
rong in

your life, if you can m
ake flow

ers grow
 or stand still in

nature, you’ll find com
fort.”

2.W
hen A

lice gets caught in the thorny rosebush she
cries from

 the obvious pain she is in. W
hy else does

A
lice cry? H

ow
 is the rosebush sym

bolic of A
lice’s ow

n
existence?

3. W
hen A

lice begins hanging around w
ith Bridget w

e
see the m

arked age difference betw
een the tw

o girls.
H

ow
 is Bridget a foil to A

lice? W
hat other than tennis

does Bridget teach A
lice about the w

orld w
e live in?

W
ho is the better friend, D

oc or Bridget? W
hy?

4.W
hat role does prejudice play in the story? H

ow
 are

Bridget’s view
s different from

 A
lice’s? W

hy? W
hat is

the difference betw
een “allow

ed” and “w
anted”? H

ow
have our view

s on race relations changed today?

5.
The w

om
en’s rights m

ovem
ent is an im

portant 
background elem

ent of this book. H
ow

 are A
lice and

her m
other’s view

s on w
om

en’s roles different? H
ow

 is
this a sign of the changing tim

es? H
ow

 does A
lice help

her m
other change?

6.
D

escribe M
r. Barker. W

hat are his view
s on w

om
en

and children? H
ow

 do these view
s ultim

ately cause him
to lose A

lice’s m
other?

A
bout this guide:

This guide includes discussion questions intended to
provoke thought and insight into the them

es of the
book, 

w
hich 

include 
friendship, 

fam
ily, 

race 
relations, the w

om
en’s m

ovem
ent, and m

ortality. 

A
bout this book:

A
lice has som

e lessons to learn during the hot 
sum

m
er of 1968—

a year m
arked by m

uch political
and civil turm

oil—
on life and death, fam

ily and love,
and about the trying tim

es that engulf her. 

A
t hom

e, her m
other is busied by a search for a 

husband w
ho w

ill help erase the m
em

ory of A
lice’s

father. A
 new

 friendship for A
lice causes trouble as it

rem
inds her of the prejudices held tow

ard blacks.
D

oc, the fam
ily gardener w

ho shares his w
isdom

 and
helps her learn to do w

hat’s right, is grow
ing older.

For A
lice, it is a sum

m
er for good-byes and new

beginnings.

7.
D

oc describes life as a test that he feels A
lice’s

m
other is failing. Explain this statem

ent. H
ow

 does
A

lice’s m
other ultim

ately stand up for herself and
“pass the test”?

8.Few
 decades have had such a profound im

pact on
our lives as the 1960s. D

iscuss w
hat w

as going on in
the w

orld at that tim
e. H

ow
 is your life today different

from
 that of students in 1968? H

ow
 is it sim

ilar?

9.W
hat does “flying south” refer to?

Fam
ous people m

entioned in Flying South
to inspire discussion:

•
M

artin Luther King, Jr.

•
John F. Kennedy

•
Billy Jean King

•
M

alcolm
 X

•
Lyndon Johnson
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